
Welcome to the Workshop!
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ÅTo Participate or Download Presentation www.cslb.ca.gov (Banner at the 
top of our webpage)

ÅArchived Version will be Posted on 
/{[.Ωǎ       ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ

Please Note:
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http://www.cslb.ca.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ContractorsBoard/


ÅUse Q&A Feature to Ask a Question

Å{ŜƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ά!ƭƭ tŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎέ

ÅPlease Wait to Ask Questions about 
Experience & Education/Military Credit                                                        
Until After Those Sections of the Presentation.

Please Note:
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Disclaimer
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Bonus Links

The information obtained during this webcast is not, nor is intended to be legal advice. 

While this webcast contains general information, including legal guidelines for contractor 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŘŜŬƴƛǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 
reflect the most current legal developments in the construction industry. 

Such guidelines communicated or discussed during the webcast are for informational 
purposes only. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
contact an attorney who is familiar with California construction law, or review the latest 
ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /{[. ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ .ƻƻƪΦέ 

You can download it for free on the CSLB website or purchase directly from the publisher.

 To Download Free Copy:https://cslb.ca.gov/Resources/GuidesAndPublications/2023/CSLB-2023-Law-and-Reference-Book.pdf 

To Purchase: https://store.lexisnexis.com/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/california-157/california-contractors-license-law-reference-book-skuSKU47851/details 

https://store.lexisnexis.com/categories/shop-by-jurisdiction/california-157/california-contractors-license-law-reference-book-skuSKU47851/details


Use Q&A to ask a questionÅWho Needs a License?

ÅWhy Get a License?

Å²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ DŜǘ ŀ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ς Minimum Qualifications
ÅEducation & Other Possible Credits 

ÅTypes of Business Entities

ÅCSLB License Classifications

ÅThe Application Process

ÅFingerprint Requirements ς Criminal Background Check

ÅDemonstrating Work Experience

ÅThe Exam Process
ÅSample Exams

ÅYour New License

²Ƙŀǘ ²ŜΩƭƭ /ƻǾŜǊ
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Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅConstruction projects priced at $500 or more in 

both labor & materials
Å/ŀƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ϸпфф ǇƛŜŎŜǎ

ÅCannot charge hourly rate to try and get around law

ÅDefinition of a Contractor (Business & Professions Code §7026.1)
ÅAny person, consultant to an owner-builder, firm, association, organization, 

partnership, business trust, corporation, or company, who or which undertakes, 
offers to undertake, purports to have the capacity to undertake, or submits a bid 
to construct any building or home improvement project, or part thereof.

Who Needs a License?
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Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅTake Pride in Being a Licensed Professional

ÅValuable Contributions to Your Local Community

ÅGet Paid for the Work You Do

Å̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ Dƻǘ [ŜƎŀƭ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ tŀȅ ¸ƻǳ

Å5ƻƴΩǘ IŀǾŜ ǘƻ [ƻƻƪ hǾŜǊ ¸ƻǳǊ {ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ
ÅNo Fear of Getting Caught
ÅThousands of Dollars in Civil Penalties
ÅPossibility of Criminal Charges

ÅThere are No Educational Requirements to Get a License

ÅYou Do Not Have to Go to a License Preparation School

Why Get a License?
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Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅCSLB Licenses Businesses/Entities (Not Individuals)
ÅLicense Qualifier Must Demonstrate Experience

ÅBe at Least 18 Years-Old

ÅHave Either of the Following
1. Valid Social Security Number (SSN)

2. Valid Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)

ÅHave Either of the Following Qualifying Experience (More Later)
1. ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

journeyperson, foreperson, supervising employee, or contractor in trade being 
applied for

2. You get a qualifier for the license who has that experience

© 2023, Contractors State License Board
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²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ DŜǘ ŀ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ



Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅYou Can Substitute Education, Technical Training &

Apprenticeship Training for Some of Required Experience
ÅCSLB cannot pre-judge your experience ς Documents are reviewed after you apply

Å¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
contractor

ÅEducation can not be substituted for more than three years of required experience

ÅYou must provide written documentation
ÅCopies of Apprenticeship Completion Certificate

ÅOfficial Technical School or College Transcripts
ÅHave them sent to you ς Leave transcripts unopened and include with your application packet

ÅNo credit for High School courses

© 2023, Contractors State License Board
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Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅCredit Examples (Maximum Credit: 36 Months)
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²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ DŜǘ ŀ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ

Type of Credit Amount of Credit

Construction Management ς Bachelor of Science Degree 36 Months

Business ς Masters Degree
Business ς Bachelors Degree
Law Degree

24 Months

Construction Management ς Associate in Science Degree 18 Months

Other Bachelor of Science / Bachelor of Arts Degree 18 Months (Average)

Other Associate in Science / Associate in Arts Degree 6 Months (Average)

Individual College Classes Determined on Case-by-Case Basis
Usually with a Maximum of Six Months

Apprenticeships 24 to 36 Months
Depending on Classification & Program

Technical Training Some Minimal Credit with Transcript



Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅSome of Your Military Service May Count
ÅDetermined on Case-by-Case Basis 

ÅPass Two Exams (Taken on Computer)
1. Law & Business

2. Specific Trade

ÅLimited Specialty Trades ς Law & Business Exam Only

²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ DŜǘ ŀ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ
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CSLB Military Application Assistance Program: https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Contractors/Applicants/Military/  Bonus Link

https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Contractors/Applicants/Military/


Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅBefore License is Issued
ÅQualifier Must Take and Pass All Required Exams or Qualify for Waiver

ÅQualifier Must Undergo Criminal Background Check

ÅAfter License is Issued
ÅQualifier is Responsible for Exercising Direct Supervision and Control of the 

construction operations, as well as for all workmanship issues

ÅPrime contractors are responsible for sub-ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ

More About Qualifiers
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Exam Waiver Info: https://www.cslb.ca.gov/contractors/applicants/contractors_license/waiver_application/Applying_For_License.aspxBonus Link



Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅSole Ownership
ÅOwner or Responsible Managing Employee (RME) may serve as qualifier

ÅCorporation
ÅEither one of current officers, designated as Responsible Managing Officer (RMO), 

or a RME may serve as qualifier

ÅPartnership
ÅEither of the General Partners or a RME may serve as qualifier

ÅLimited Liability Company (LLC)
ÅA Responsible Managing Member, Responsible Managing Manager, RMO, or RME 

may serve as qualifier

Types of Business Entities
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Use Q&A to ask a question
ÅThree Classifications of Contractors

1. /ƭŀǎǎ ά!έ ς General Engineering Contractors
Principal business is in connection with fixed works that require specialized engineering 
knowledge and skill

2. /ƭŀǎǎ ά.έ ς General Building Contractors
Principal business deals with any structure built, being built, or to be built, that requires as 
part of its construction at least two unrelated building trades or crafts
No limitation on framing or carpentry projects

3. /ƭŀǎǎ ά/έ ς Specialty Contractors
For construction work that requires special skill and whose principal contracting business 
involves the use of specialized building trades or crafts
ÅExamples include C-10 Electrical, C-20 HVAC, C-27 Landscaping, C-33 Plumbing, 

C-39 Roofing, C-46 Solar, C-53 Swimming Pool
ÅC-61 Limited Specialty (30 Limited Classes, including C-61/D-34 Prefabricated Equipment)

Types of Business Entities
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CSLB License Classifications Page: https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Licensing_Classifications/Default.aspx  Bonus Link

https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Licensing_Classifications/Default.aspx


Email the Classifications Deputy: 
Classifications@cslb.ca.gov

Å!ƭƭƻǿǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
license with CSLB.

B-2 License Holders:
VMust engage in three or more trades or crafts on a project.

VAre limited to working on existing residential wood frame structures.

B-2 License Holders Can Not:
     Make structural alterations to load bearing partitions and walls.

     Install or extend electrical or plumbing systems.

     Install or replace HVAC systems.

B-2 License Holders Must Meet CSLB Requirements: 
ÅExperience

ÅLicense Bond
ÅWorkers Compensation Insurance 

B-2: Residential Remodeling Classification

© 2023, Contractors State License Board
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CSLB License Classifications Page: https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Licensing_Classifications/Default.aspx  Bonus Link

https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Licensing_Classifications/Default.aspx


Use Q&A to ask a question

Application/Certification Forms
© 2023, Contractors State License Board
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CSLB Forms & Applications Page:
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/For
ms_And_Applications.aspx 

Original License:
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAnd
Applications/ApplicationForOriginalContractors
License.pdf 

Original License ς Waiver:   
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAnd
Applications/ApplicationForOriginalContractors

License7065Waiver.pdf  
 
Special Accommodation:   
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAnd
Applications/SpecialAccommodationRequestF

orExamination.pdf 

Bonus Links

https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Forms_And_Applications.aspx
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/About_Us/Library/Forms_And_Applications.aspx
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense7065Waiver.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense7065Waiver.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/ApplicationForOriginalContractorsLicense7065Waiver.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/SpecialAccommodationRequestForExamination.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/SpecialAccommodationRequestForExamination.pdf
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Resources/FormsAndApplications/SpecialAccommodationRequestForExamination.pdf

